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the Chancellorship vacated by Wolsey; but the in-
genuity of Cranmer presently led to the triumph
of the opposite party. That churchman suggested
that after all the Pope was not competent to decide
the question of the divorce, and that the matter
properly fell within the jurisdiction of a general
council only, or, failing this, should be referred to the
Universities of Europe. The latter course was
adopted, and eventually resulted in an open verdict.
But as Henry was able to say that the unfavourable
opinions had been given from fear of the Emperor,
the desired object was gained, and Cranmer, now
archbishop, was able to pronounce a divorce.
Meanwhile the famous " Reformation Parliament"
(1529-1536) had assembled, and the work of destroy-
ing the union with Rome was progressing rapidly.

For though Henry had found a way out of his
difficulty, -he was by no means reconciled with the
Pope. He was possibly anxious to revenge himself
upon Clement, but it is more likely that his earlier
anti-Papal measures were intended to terrify the
court of Rome into submission. It was only when
all hopes of an accommodation had disappeared that
he finally severed the connection between England
and the Papacy, and it is possible that even then he
was carried further than he had intended to go by his
new chief minister, Thomas Cromwell. That able, if
unscrupulous, man had been in the service of Wolsey
and had attracted the king's notice by the courage
with which he stood by his master in the hour of his
distress. After the final fall of the Cardinal he was
taken into the royal service, where his capacity for